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The area of a Triangle

Think: A triangle is half a rectangle. The question is which rectangle!
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The area of a triangle is ‘half the base times the height’.

This phrase means:

1.

 

Pick a side and call it the base

2.

 

Draw a line at right angles to this base so it meets the top of the triangle – this

line is called the ‘perpendicular height’

3.

 

Multiply the perpendicular height by the length of the base

4.

 

Take half what you get

For the triangle above, I got the base to be 8 cm and I measured the perpendicular

height as 4 cm, so I do 8 × 4 = 32 and then I divide this by 2, and get 16 

cm² as the

area of a triangle.

You will see the sum written like this in most Maths books…
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Questions

1. Measure the triangles, write down the base and height, and find the area of each of the traingles drawn on the other side of this paper.

Triangles to measure










G: What is the total area of the front of my small house?





Shape F: Hint Break into triangles





Triangle E





Triangle D





Triangle B





Triangle A





Triangle C
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